
Metadata Standards 

and Applications

1. Introduction to 
Digital Libraries and 

Metadata



Intro to Digital Libraries

ÉTraditional library 
characteristics

ÉDigital library characteristics

ÉHow does the environment 
affect the creation of metadata?

ïDifferences

ïSimilarities
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Traditional Libraries

ÉFirm commitment to standards

ï AACR2+ -- specifications for metadata content

ïMARC 21 -- specifications for metadata 
structure, encoding and ñpackagingò

ï A variety of syntactical bindings available

ÉAgreements on quality expectations

ÉTradition of sharing, facilitated by 
bibliographic utilities

ÉAvailable documentation and training
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Digital Libraries

ÉNo dominant content standard

ÉA variety of ñformatsò (or ñschemasò or ñelement 
setsò)

ÉSome emerging ñfederatedò agreements, mostly 
in the world of digital libraries attached to 
traditional libraries (ex.: DLF)

É Very low (if any) quality expectations!

É Emerging (but still spotty) basis for sharing 
(OAI -PMH)

É Very little documentation and training available 
(mostly local and difficult to re -use)
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Environmental Factors

ÉDifferences:

ïPlayers : New world of metadata not 
necessarily lead by librarians

ïGoals : Competition for users critical for 
sustainability

ïResources : No real basis for understanding 
non - technical needs (including metadata 
creation and maintenance)

ïMany levels of content responsibility (or 
none)
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Environmental Factors

ÉSimilarities

ïItôs about discovery (and access, and 
use, and meeting user needs)

ïPressure for fast, cheap and ñgood 
enoughò (also rich, scalable, and re-
usable -- is that a contradiction?)

ïWide variety of materials and services

ïMaintenance needs often overlooked
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