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Objectives for Session 2

ÉUnderstand the categories of 
descriptive metadata standards

ÉLearn about various descriptive 
metadata standards and the 
communities that developed and use 
them

ÉLearn about some relationship 
models used in descriptive metadata 
standards
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Descriptive Metadata

ÉMost standardized and well understood 
type of metadata

ÉMajor focus of traditional library catalog

É Increased number of descriptive 
metadata standards for different needs 
and communities

É Importance for resource discovery

ÉMay support various user tasks
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Metadata Standards

ÉData structure standards (metadata 
schemas/formats: DC, MODS)
ïSet of semantic properties, in this context 

used to describe resource

ÉData exchange/syntax standards 
(MARC 21 (ISO 2709), DC/XML, 
DC/RDF)
ïThe structural wrapping around the 

semantics

ïEssential for moving information around
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Metadata Standards, cont.

ÉData content standards (rules: 
AACR2R/RDA, CCO)

ïMost metadata schemas not tied to 
single content standard

ÉData value standards 
(values/controlled vocabularies: 
LCNAF, LCSH, MeSH, AAT)

ÉRelationship models
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Data Structure Standards: 

Examples 

ÉMARC 21 (http://www.loc.gov/marc/ )

ÉDublin Core (http://dublincore.org ) 

ÉMODS (www.loc.gov/standards/mods/ ) 

ÉIEEE-LOM (http://ltsc.ieee.org/wg12/ ) 

ÉONIX (http://www.editeur.org/onix.html )

ÉEAD (http://www.loc.gov/ead/ )
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