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Goals of Session

ÉUnderstand the origin of and 
differences between the various 
syntaxes used for encoding 
information, including HTML, XML 
and RDF

ÉDiscover how container formats are 
used for managing digital resources 
and their metadata
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Overview of Syntaxes

ÉHTML, XHTML: Hypertext Markup 
Language; eXtensible Hypertext 
Markup Language

ÉXML: Extensible Markup Language

ÉRDF: Resource Description 
Framework
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HTML

ÉHyperText Markup Language

ÉHTML 4 is the current standard

ÉHTML is an SGML (Standard Generalized Markup 
Language) application conforming to 
International Standard ISO 8879

ÉWidely regarded as the standard publishing 
language of the World Wide Web

ÉHTML addressed the problem of SGML 
complexity by specifying a small set of structural 
and semantic tags suitable for authoring 
relatively simple documents
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XHTML

É XML- ized version of HTML 4.0, tightens up HTML 
to match XML syntax

ï Requires ending tags, quoted attributes, lower 
case, etc., to conform to XML requirements

É XHTML is a W3C specification, redefining HTML 
as an XML implementation, rather than an SGML 
implementation

É Imposes requirements that are intended to lead 
to more well - formed, valid XML, easier for 
browsers to handle
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<link rel="schema.DC" href="http://purl.org/dc/elements/1.1/" />

<linkrel="schema.DCTERMS" href="http://purl.org/dc/terms/" /> 

<metaname="DC.title" content="Using Dublin Core" /> 

<metaname="DC.creator" content="Diane Hillmann" /> 

<metaname="DC.subject" content="documents; Bibliography; Model; meta; Glossary; mark; matching; 

refinements; XHTML; Controlled; Qualifiers; Hillmann; mixing; encoding; Diane; Issues; Appendix; elements; 

Simple; Special; element; trademark/service; DCMI; Dublin; pages; Section; Resource; Grammatical; Qualified; 

XML; Using; Principles; Documents; licensing; OCLC; formal; Usageguide; Roles; Implementing; Contents; 

Guidelines; Expressing; Table; Syntax; Content; Element; DC.dot; Home; document; Metadata; RDF/XML; Website; 

metadata; privacy; schemes; liability; profiles; Elements; Copyright; Localization; schemas; HTML/XHTML; Core; 

Guide; registry; Research; contact; Scope; Projects; languages; Maintenance; Application; available; 

Internationalization; HTML; Recommended; link; Purpose; Abstract; AskDCMI; Vocabularies; software; Storage; 

Introduction" /> 

<metaname="DC.description" content="This document is intended as an entry point for users of Dublin Core. For 

non-specialists, it will assist them in creating simple descriptive records for information resources (for example, 

electronic documents). Specialists may find the document a useful point of reference to the documentation of 

Dublin Core, as it changes and grows." /> 

<metaname="DC.publisher" content="Dublin Core Metadata Initiative" /> 

<metaname="DC.type" scheme="DCTERMS.DCMIType" content="Text" /> 

<metaname="DC.format" content="text/html" /> 

<metaname="DC.format" content="31250 bytes" /> 

<metaname="DC.identifier" scheme="DCTERMS.URI" content="http://dublincore.org/documents/usageguide/" />

An XHTML 

Example
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XML

ÉExtensible Markup Language

ÉA ó�P�H�W�D�P�D�U�N�X�S�¶language : has no 
fixed tags or elements

ÉStrict grammar imposes structure 
designed to be read by machines

ÉTwo levels of conformance:

ïwell - formed -- conforms to general grammar 
rules

ïvalid -- conforms to particular XML schema or 
DTD (document type definition)
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