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Goals of Session

ÉLearn how metadata standards are 
applied, used and documented:

ÉLearn about the concept and use of 
application profiles

ÉExplore how different metadata 
standards may be used together in 
digital library applications
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Why Application Profiles?

É Describes the set of metadata elements, 
policies, guidelines and vocabularies 
defined for a particular domain, 
implementation, or object type

ïDeclares the metadata terms an organization, 
information resource, application, or 
community uses in its metadata

ïDocuments metadata standards used in 
instance data, including schemas and 
vocabularies, policies, required elements, etc.

ïCalled ñapplication profileò or just ñprofileò
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Benefits of Documenting Terms We 

Use

ÉTo provide authoritative specification 
of term usage

ÉTo facilitate interoperability by 
informing potential users of domain 
consensus

ÉTo support evolution of vocabularies

ÉTo encourage alignment of practice

ÉTo enable interpretation of legacy 
metadata



Less Flexibility, More Predictability

É Many metadata standards are sufficiently flexible 
that they need a mechanism to impose some 
constraints

ïProfiles allow expression of the decisions made for a 
project in machine - readable form (XML or RDF )

É Refining

ïAllow a narrower interpretation of a standard to suit 
your project

É Combining

ïEnable mixing elements from various different standards 
(there are limits to this!)
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