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7. Approaches to Models of 
Metadata Creation, Storage, and 

Retrieval



Goals for Session

ÉUnderstand the differences between 
traditional vs. digital library é

ïMetadata creation

ïStorage options for metadata and 
content

ïRetrieval and discovery issues
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Creating Metadata Records

ÉThe ñLibrary Modelò

ïTrained catalogers, one -at -a- time 
metadata records

ÉThe ñSubmission Modelò

ïAuthors create metadata when submitting 
resources

ÉThe ñAutomated Modelò

ïAutomated tools create metadata for 
resources

É Combination approaches
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The Library Model

É Records created ñby hand,ò one at a 
time

É Shared documentation and content 
standards (AACR2, etc.)

É Efficiencies achieved by sharing 
information on commonly held resources

É Not easily extended past the 
ñGranularity Assumptionsò in current 
practice
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The Submission Model

É Based on author or user generated 
metadata

É Can be wildly inconsistent

ïSubmitters generally untrained

ïMay be expert in one area, clueless in 
others

É Often requires editing support for usability

É Inexpensive, but not satisfactory as  an 
only option
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The Automated Model

É Based largely on text analysis; doesnôt 
usually extend well to non - text or low -
text

É Requires development of appropriate 
evaluation and editing processes to 
support even minimal quality standards

É Still largely research; few large, 
successful production examples ... Yet

É One simple automated tool to try: 
http://www.ukoln.ac.uk/metadata/dcdot/
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