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Goals of Session

ÉUnderstand interoperability protocols 
(OpenURL for reference, OAI -PMH for 
metadata sharing)

ÉUnderstand crosswalking and 
mapping as it relates to 
interoperability

É Investigate issues concerning 
metadata quality
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Whatôs the Point About 

Interoperability?
ÉFor users, itôs about resource discovery 

(user tasks)

ïWhatôs out there?

ïIs it what I need for my task?

ïCan I use it?

ÉFor resource creators, itôs about 
distribution and marketing

ïHow can I increase the number of people who 
find my resources easily?

ïHow can I justify the funding required to make 
these resources available?
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OAI-PMH

É Open Archives Initiative -Protocol for 
Metadata Harvesting 
(http://www.openarchives.org/ )

É Roots in the ePrint community, although 
applicability is much broader

ÉMission: ñThe Open Archives Initiative 
develops and promotes interoperability 
standards that aim to facilitate the 
efficient dissemination of content.ò

É Content in this context is actually 
ñmetadata about contentò

http://www.openarchives.org/
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Metadata
About the 
Resource
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OAI-PMH in a Nutshell

ÉEssentially provides a simple protocol 
for ñharvestò and ñexposureò of 
metadata records

ÉSpecifies a simple ñwrapperò around 
metadata records, providing 
metadata about the record itself

ÉOAI -PMH is about the metadata , not 
about the resources


